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skillfully. They let loose their whole fury upon our
bark, knowing that Monsieur the Governor was there-
in; and truly, if it had not been well shielded, they
would have wounded and killed several of our men,—
a French sword, being visible above the screens,
was carried away by an arquebus shot, many ropes
were cut, and all the screéns were filled with balls.
They effected their retreat with good management,
for they had charged their arquebusiers to fight val-
iantly, as they did, so that they might not be per-
ceived while they carried across marshes and woods
their baggage and their canoes. When night came
they made their escape, as I remarked above. Thus
the war with these tribes has broken out more fierce-
ly than ever; but let us see what followed.

They had set out from their own country five hun-
dred warriors strong, as I have already said; one
band had gone to meet the Hurons, in order to set
ambushes for them, [171] and to await them as one
awaits a wild beast in its flight. While these were
on the watch, they perceived two canoes which were
bringing to us Father de Brebeuf and some French-
men, but having descried them rather late, in a place
where it was possible to escape by vigorous pad-
dling, they let them go on without pursuing them or
revealing themselves. It was a great proof of the
goodness and of the providence of our Lord towards
the Father, and towards those who accompanied him;
for five other canoes filled with Hurons, coming
shortly after, were attacked by these robbers, who
massacred some of them; others escaped, and others
fell alive into their hands, to be the sport of flames
and of their rage, and to be the food of their wretched
stomachs. Such is the funeral and such the tomb



